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IF YOU LOVE

MISSIONARY
PRESENTATIONS, as this
editor does, you would love to

visit the Lord’s servants, as he has,
on many of the islands of the sea. Whether
on the placid shores of Lake Taupo, New
Zealand, for an open-air baptism with
onlookers standing nearby in immodest
fascination or in the confinement of the
tight quarters and polite frenzy of Tokyo,
Japan, faithful missionaries are fast at
work. We have listened to island music
in the Caribbean from the Dominican
Republic to Curagao. We have sat in the
sweltering heat of a Quonset hut in Cebu
City, Philippines, housing a hundred
preachers singing with all their hearts;
been charmed by the harmony of a ukule-
le choir on Guam; and seen a newly saved
teen-aged boy who stood by a rutted road
on Yap for two hours just to deliver a for-
gotten item that the missionary had left at
the humble meeting house when he left
for his late-night duties after church.
Anyone who has been privileged to
visit the islands of the sea and has stepped
behind the tree line that hides reality
from the passing cruise ships will not
wonder why FrontLine has been burdened
to feature the great challenges and
opportunities of island ministry. A brief
visit to the missionaries does not afford
the full experience of isolation, loneliness,
vulnerability, and even fear
that often lurks on the
islands. The visitor
senses it in the
joyous midnight
greetings at the
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when he returns to the comforts of home.
He feels a parental affection as he watches
the missionary children giggling over the
too-few trinkets he brings, packed beside
the critically needed repair parts that
required the extra bag.

The extended work of the well-planned
mission trip provides a better orientation—
an opportunity for the fallow ground of
the heart to be tilled and turned to the
possibility of island ministry. Our prayer is
that God will use this issue of FrontLine to
germinate the seeds of interest that readers
may discover here. Perhaps readers will
pray more for the islands and for those
who have heeded their call. Perhaps need-
ed support will be sent. Perhaps someone
will actually go.

The first article you will find here was
written by Bob Whitmore, the former edi-
tor of FrontLine. He was in his office work-
ing on the magazine when Paul Zimmer
stepped in to ask him, “How would you
like to visit the island of Yap with me?”
Eternity will tell the story of what the
answer to that question has wrought. We
have a hint in the articles to follow and
recall it in the echo of God’s great promise
to Israel in Isaiah 11:11, “And it shall come
to pass in that day, that the Lord shall set
his hand again . . . to recover the remnant of
his people . . . from the islands of the sea.”

Editor’s Note: Imagine what the modern-
day Paul and his team on Yap could do
with the tools to reach the souls scattered
among the far-reaching islands within
reach of a small seaplane. Perhaps God
would burden donors able to invest in
such a tool, or would burden a pilot and/
or A&P mechanic who would give hi
God-given skills back to the Lord

island ministry. Perhaps we should p: y -
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Mail Bag

Managing Editor, FrontLine

hanks so much for

the FrontLine issue
on “Protecting the
Children.” I read all the
articles just a few min-
utes ago and prayed
with a freshly broken
heart that God will help
us be better at helping
those who have suf-
fered so much. Would
FrontLine be interested
in taking the [primary
articles] of this magazine
and putting them into
PDF format to get out
to churches, Christian
workers, and others?

I know there are costs
involved in the maga-
zine, but FrontLine could
put this together as a
reprint in PDF for free
and let people pass it
around. I would give the
PDF to all my classes;
we could get it to the
ministerial students here
and other Bible colleges
could share it with theirs.
There are other select
topics covered recently
that could be recast this
same way.

Seminary Professor

Great idea! In fact we

have been serializing these
articles on our new blog,
“Proclaim and Defend.”
They have also been format-
ted in a Special Edition of
FrontLine now available

We want to hear from you! &

Let us know what you like or don’t like
about FrontLine. Address your comments to

2801 Wade Hampton Blvd, Suite 115-165,
Taylors, SC 29687 or send them by e-mail to info@fbfi.org.

You may request that your letter not be published or that your
name be withheld, but anonymous letters will not be accepted.

R

on PDF that is available
to anyone without cost.
Readers may obtain this
PDF from either of our
websites (addresses pro-
vided in the letter below

from Dr. John Mincy). The

PDF wversion is copyrighted
by FrontLine. It may be
printed for distribution

or shared electronically,
provided it is not altered in
any way.—Editor

his past week I

attended the Winter
Board Meeting of
the Fundamental
Baptist Fellowship
International—one of the
best in remembrance.
Over the past several
years friends have asked
me, “How is the FBFI
doing?” They often agree
with what the Fellowship
is doing but do not think
it important to be a part
of it. For me, there is a
theological imperative
for separation and also
for unity. It is important
to establish as much
unity as possible with
like-minded brothers
in Christ. I don’t know
of any other national or
international group that
I can work with to meet
this goal better than the
FBFL
I encourage [readers]
to join (if not members
already) and participate

Continued on page 34
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In 1999, my wife, Polly, and

I accompanied a young missionary

couple, Paul and Sherry Zimmer, on a
survey trip to the island of Yap in the western Pacific
Ocean. Through that trip the Lord led us to team with
the Zimmers, and we arrived on the field as mission-
aries with them in 2001. I was forty-nine years old.

Yap is the westernmost state of the Federated States
of Micronesia, the others being Chuuk, Pohnpei, and
Kosrae. Yap proper consists of a little more than thir-
ty-eight square miles of land, and the rest of Yap State
is made up of smaller “outer islands” that stretch six
hundred miles to the east. Roughly one-third of Yap
State’s 12,000+ population lives on the outer islands.
These outer islanders have a different language and
culture from that of the Yapese.

Yap is a scuba diver’s paradise, known as the place
divers can swim with manta rays. Tourists know Yap
for its large stone money and unique culture. A single
airline services Yap, and our two flights a week are
not scheduled at times that enhance tourism—both
arrive and depart in the wee hours after midnight.

Due to being under Spanish rule for a time in the
1800s, all of Yap State is culturally Roman Catholic.
Each of the ten municipalities on Yap Proper has a
Catholic church, and each outer island has one as
well. However, the Liebenzell Mission has estab-
lished “evangelical” churches here, and Yap has
several Charismatic churches too. In addition, some
major cults—Jehovah’s Witnesses, Mormons, and
Seventh-Day Adventists—are here in force.

CHALLENGES AND OPPORTIUNITIES

Upon our arrival in Yap, our challenges were
many. The isolation and loneliness we first experi-
enced would probably be common to all mission-
aries who serve in developing nations. Adjusting
to a radically different and less technologically
advanced culture was indeed a challenge. Power
and water outages and shortages of such staples as
flour, sugar, eggs, or milk were common obstacles
for us. So many conveniences we once took for
granted—Wal-Mart, Home Depot, and fast food—
no longer existed for us. Throw in a couple of
typhoons and the occasional earthquake plus lots
of heat and humidity, and you can see that the cli-
mate too has been a challenge. The tropical climate
means the presence of tropical diseases, such as
dengue fever. (There are four types, and Polly has
had two of them.) Medical and dental personnel
do their best but are hampered by limited training
and a lack of modern equipment. Alcohol abuse is
common among the local people, along with all of
its related social, health, and family problems.

Polly and I had done a little deputation while we
both worked our regular jobs, but we were only par-
tially supported and knew we would have to work in
Yap. Polly immediately began teaching ninth-grade
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science (she had been a business major!) at Yap High
School while I worked various part-time jobs, includ-
ing teaching English at the Yap branch of the College
of Micronesia (COM), and assisted Paul in building
a house. After a year our support increased so that I
no longer worked, but Polly continued teaching for
four years. On three occasions since then she has also
taught a music class at COM.

Interpersonal relationships are all-important in
this culture. Since the island is small and people must
work together to survive, harmonious relationships
are key. People tend to be wary until they know who
you are and why you are here. American teachers
are highly respected, and teaching opened many
doors for ministry. Polly began every class with a
verse from Proverbs and made gospel tracts available
to her students. Many thousands of gospels tracts
were distributed during her four years of teaching.
I sometimes conducted lunchtime Bible studies with
students, and Polly would have Paul come as a guest
to teach the students about electricity (his undergrad
major was electronics engineering). I can remember
having my students answer questions from a reading
assignment—John chapter 3! Paul and I got involved
in coaching sports teams too, which allowed us to
meet many more young people.

At first we worked through Yap Baptist Church
with missionaries Joe and Carolyn Cannon. We held
our first village Bible study with just two Yapese
couples. Soon people were being saved, and we
started holding our own regular services in the vil-
lage toward the north end of the island where Paul
built his house.

When our construction activities increased in
2002, we bought a portable sawmill from Australia.
People then came to us wanting us to cut and mill
trees for them. We split the lumber with them 50/50,
and everyone was happy. But before we agreed to
mill a tree, the owner of the tree had to agree to allow
us to have a Bible study with him and his helpers.
Many men have heard the gospel in the jungle sitting
around our sawmill, and one whole family is in our
church today because the father was saved as a result
of our milling his lumber.

In 2003 Faith Baptist Church was incorporated as
a Yap State nonprofit corporation. We did this pri-
marily so that the church could own land. Only FSM
citizens are allowed to own land, so all of the officers
of the corporation are Yapese. The church got land,
and we built a mission house along with the church
building.

In 2004 the Cannons, after many years of faith-
ful service, were forced to leave Yap due to health
concerns. Paul’s brother Mark and his family came
to Yap and took over the leadership at Yap Baptist
Church. How do three missionaries get along work-
ing together on a small island? One visitor observed
that our relationship is like a marriage—although
we may sometimes disagree, our commitment to one
another doesn’t waver.



BURDENS FOR. OUTREACH

One of Paul’s burdens was to start a Christian radio
station. A church in Georgia became burdened to help us.
They sent a team out to build the station, and Joy Family
Radio was born. The station started with FM broadcasts
and last year added AM able to reach Yap’s outer islands.
It sounds so simple to say, but the radio station was a huge
project. We took down two one-hundred-foot towers on
the south end of the island, hauled them up to the church
property, and put them one on top of the other to make
one two-hundred-foot tower. And no, we didn’t have the
services of a large crane! It’s a miracle that no one has ever
been seriously injured. (Once a rope broke and a twenty-
foot section of tower fell sixty feet to the earth with a
ground-shaking thud!)

The station broadcasts 24/7, and more and more peo-
ple are telling us how they enjoy listening to Joy Family
Radio’s conservative Christian music and solid Bible
teaching programs.

The Lord again used Paul’s knowledge of electricity
and electronics when people here became interested in
alternative energy. As our electric power costs have esca-
lated (reaching a high of $.44 per kilowatt-hour), Paul
installed solar panels and a small windmill at his house.
He also installed systems for the mission house and the
radio station. So many people saw these installations and
contacted him for information that he decided to hold a
seminar on alternative energy at the church. Word spread,
and soon he was getting invitations to present informa-
tion to groups of island chiefs, the island’s political lead-
ers, and even the electric power corporation. Along with
the information about solar and wind power, Paul was
also to clearly give the gospel.

Another burden we had was to take the gospel to
Yap’s outer islands. We made forays to a couple of
them to distribute Bibles and tracts and show Christian
films. Another time we used a medical team. Things
finally opened up when the state Education Department
asked Paul to help them install solar power generation
systems at all the outer island schools. Paul made two
three-week trips on the little inter-island ship, the first
to assess the needs and the second to actually install
equipment. He held Bible studies and saw several men
come to Christ on the ship. The island chiefs appreci-
ated all that he did to help them and all invited him to
return any time. The door is open now for him to take
the gospel to Yap's outer islands.

Over at Yap Baptist Church, Mark has had the privi-
lege of mentoring some young men who are graduates
of Harvest Baptist Bible Institute in Guam. He has seen
one of these young men return to his island and plant
a church. This is a truly historical event—the first non-
Catholic church on any of Yap’s outer islands.

THE FUTURE AND THE PAST

Later this year we anticipate the return of a Yapese
young man who has been off-island earning his bache-
lor’s degree in Bible. We hope to involve him and his wife

in the leadership of Faith Baptist Church. Currently there
are more than twenty young people from Yap State study-
ing at Harvest Baptist Bible College, and we pray that
the Lord will lead them to return to their home islands to
minister to their people.

Establishing a Christian school here on Yap has always
been one of our long-term goals. Many of these young
people are being trained in Guam could staff a Christian
school. We are currently making plans to build a new,
larger church building later this year. We are also helping
an outer-island pastor build a house and start a church
in the large outer-island community here on Yap proper.
Another long-term goal we all share is to see a church
started on the south end of the island.

Before we came to Yap I thought I might have twenty
years to serve here. We wrote out a ministry plan of the
things we wanted to accomplish, and it has been gratify-
ing to see many of those things come to pass. We also
thought about our exit strategy. Over the next few years
we anticipate turning over the leadership of these various
ministries to nationals and transitioning out.

Back in 1999 before we visited Yap, we never expected
to be missionaries. But the Lord had other plans for us.
There have been hard times, but the Lord has always gone
through them with us. We have learned from experience
that His promises are true. We count it an honor and privi-
lege to work with the Zimmer families, and we praise the
Lord and give Him the glory for all that He is doing way
out here on a tiny island in the vast Pacific Ocean.

Bob and Polly Whitmore are long-time members of Faith Baptist Church
in Taylors, South Carolina. They have two sons and six grandchildren.
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FRONT-ROW SEATS

Jerry Craven and Bob Condict

Lake Taupo, one of New Zealand's
most popular tourist destinations,
was the source of the largest known

eruption in the world in recorded history.

It had a volcanic explosivity index of 8 and released
over sixty cubic kilometers of magma. The 1980
Mount St. Helens eruption pales in comparison.
That volcano expelled only one cubic kilometer
of substance. The Taupo eruption felled great
forests, burned trees thirty kilometers away, and
covered 20,000 square kilometers with pumice. Yet
the power of God is now being seen in the Taupo
region in an entirely different way.

Jerry and Linda Craven live on the edge of a
beautiful freshwater crater lake that stretches one
hundred miles in circumference; it was a result
of that powerful eruption. While living in a place
that clearly demonstrates God’s power in nature,
the Cravens have front-row seats to the power of
God in an entirely different way—the conversion
of sinners and the growth of God'’s children. God is
at work in New Zealand! Jerry and Linda minister
as GFA missionaries at the Taupo Bible Church.
Consider some of the blessings of ministry they
have communicated:



In December three of our young people came for-
ward with a desire to publicly testify of their faith
and trust in Christ alone. Since we do not have a
church building yet, we often use the private, indoor,
heated swimming pool at one of our local hotels.
However, when the weather is warm enough, our
church families would rather be baptized in the lake.
Their testimony is far more public as there are always
other people at the lake enjoying a picnic or relaxing
by the water’s edge. Around ninety people witnessed
the baptism, not counting those who were along the
beach. We were also thrilled to see the dads wanting
to assist me in baptizing their young person.

The following week, during Sunday school class,
three other young people trusted Christ as their
personal Savior. We are rejoicing in how the Lord is
working among our young people. Please pray that
their hearts would stay tender toward Him.

God is working powerfully in the lives of the teens as
well.

The day after New Year’s Day we packed the church
van with all the kids” gear and sports equipment and
headed off to teen camp. We were very thankful for
the two other pastors and their wives who helped
plan the program, run the games, and organize the
music ministry. The men shared the preaching of the
seven services. Two of our ladies did the cooking
for approximately thirty-five people. As the week
progressed, our attendance grew as more local teens
from local churches also attended as day campers.
Thankfully, our kitchen staff managed to stretch the
food allowances to feed everyone. We had several
teens that traveled five hours to come to camp for the
week.

The second night of camp we discovered a teen
boy, whom we nicknamed “Big D,” sleeping in his
van so he could attend our youth camp as he wasn’t
financially able to come as a full camper. With so
many empty beds, we felt compelled to pay for this
young man’s food and accom-
modations for the week. He was
very appreciative of our offer but
also conscientious of expenses
and chose to stay in his van.
However, he did offer us what
cash he had for the week and
asked if he could have his meals
with us.

Each morning the kids worked
hard to pass room inspection. They
seemed up to the challenge in mak-
ing sure our room inspector’s cam-
era did not find the slightest lint ball

Many young people raised their hands in services
indicating their personal spiritual decisions. Two
other teens indicated a need to be saved. Since teen
camp, those two young people have been back to visit
our youth group. They were challenged once again
about their salvation.

But ministry to the Kiwi people has its challenges as

well.

Since our church property is located in a residential
neighborhood, we must comply with the existing
laws for a residential area, which allows for a maxi-
mum average of twenty-five traffic movements per
day. Part of our resource consent application involves
a request for the allowance of additional traffic
movements. However, a new law is now under con-
sideration such that doctors’ offices, medical clinics,
and churches would be allowed an average of one
hundred traffic movements a day, thus allowing our
church seven hundred traffic movements per week.
Our District Council treats arrivals and departures as
two separate movements on the street. Right now, we
would exceed the traffic allowance; however, should
the new law pass, we would be well within the maxi-
mum allowance.

Over a year ago we attended our neighborhood
meeting in which the leading opponent to our church
building boldly declared how everyone’s property
value would immediately fall twenty percent in value
if our church were built on his street. This same man
just sold his property, taking a twenty-percent loss on
the sale. Our church has not yet been built; however,
it seems the Lord allowed this man to predict his own
judgment. We have met the new owners, who are now
building a beautiful home on that section. They have
been very friendly to us, and they look forward to see-
ing our church building built. Although we have been
greatly delayed in securing our resource consent, we
continue to see God at work in our delays.

One of the challenging
aspects of missionary service
is trying the fit a furlough

period to communicate
with supporting and send-
ing churches, while build-
ing the flock given by God
to that missionary’s care.

With the church in Taupo

growing, with building

and community plans

advancing, with person-
al discipleship relationships con-
tinuing—this is a challenge!

Pray for the Lord’s continued blessing on Jerry and

caught in a wrong place. Our room inspection slide-
show revealed teddy bears on beds posing to read an
open Bible as well as mud on the rug! Even “Big D”
participated in room inspection, showing a wrinkle-
free sleeping bag, clothes neatly hung on a rack, and
shoes lined up in a row all in the back of his van.

Linda’s ministry in New Zealand!

Jerry and Linda Craven are GFA missionary church planters in New
Zealand.
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Japan is a small island

when measured in livable space.

Though the land mass of Japan is approxi-

mately 378,000 square kilometers' (roughly the size of
California), it is 70% mountains and has a livable area of
less than 20% of the entire land mass.

While the land mass is only 1/25" that of the USA, it
has a population of 127 million people as compared to
300 million in the USA. As a result, Japan has a very high
population density. When considering that almost 25% of
the population of the entire country lives in the greater
Tokyo metropolitan area, the maximum population den-
sity explodes to one of the highest in the world.

The combined population of the three largest metro-
politan areas (totaling approximately 63 million people)
is larger than over 90% of the countries in the world. That
is, of all the countries in the world, only 22 have a greater
population in their entire country than Japan does in its
three largest metropolitan areas.

The population density of its largest metropolitan area,
the Tokyo metropolitan area, is the highest in the world?
with 4049 people per square kilometer (about 10,487 peo-
ple per square mile).

While its geography and population density put Japan
at great risk from natural disasters, epidemic diseases,
economic vulnerability, etc., the greatest danger, by far, is
its spiritual crisis.

Even if everyone in Japan who claims Christianity as his
religion® were a true Christian, over 98% of this country,
with the world’s tenth-highest population, is headed for
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Tim Melton

an eternity without Christ! Even with Japan’s relatively
low 1% annual mortality rate, and without considering the
18,000 who lost their lives in the 2011 earthquake/tsunami,
approximately 12,700 people each year slip into an eternity
without hope!

The Japanese people are blinded to the truth of the gos-
pel by three major issues:

1. Their cultural demands
2. Their religious heritage
3. Their material prosperity.

Though outwardly an orderly, organized, and industri-
ous people, Japan’s cultural demands make freedom of
choice very limited in many areas. Most Japanese people
will freely admit to the oppression they feel, being trapped
in a highly structured culture with few individual choices.
Whether in family, work, or social relationships, their
course has been plotted by their culture, and they find it
very difficult and even impossible to escape their “destiny.”

Equally stressful are their religious obligations.
Though individually, many Japanese would chose the
term “non-religious” to describe the convictions they
personally hold, they feel nonetheless compelled to prac-
tice Buddhism and Shintoism. Many Japanese cultural
practices are inextricably tied to their religion. One of
their prime ministers once said, “To be Japanese is to be
Buddhist.” While this may not be technically true, it is
practically true. Many times the cultural and religious
lines are so blurred that most Japanese cannot distinguish
between the two. When we object to participation in a
particular Japanese cultural activity on the grounds of
religious conviction, they will often say, “No, it is only a
cultural activity,” even though the activity may be held at



a temple, officiated by a priest, or use religious parapher-
nalia from the local temple.

Many, at least in part, attribute their economic prosper-
ity to their cultural and religious practices and are very
reluctant to part with these practices. Any new construc-
tion or opening of a new branch or office requires the
blessing and ceremony of a Shinto priest. Most businesses
will have a Shinto shrine somewhere on their premises
and periodically participate in company-wide manda-
tory religious ceremonies. Any refusing to participate are
deemed a risk and hazardous to the prosperity of the com-
pany and are often relegated to an obscure position in
hopes that they will quit.

With these handcuffs of cultural demands,
religious heritage, and material prosperity, most
Japanese find it almost impossible to forsake all and
trust Christ as their Savior.

Though there is much to overcome to win a
Japanese to Christ, lest you think the task an impos-
sibility, please remember Jesus’ words in Mark
10:27: “With men it is impossible, but not with God:
for with God all things are possible.”

Since most Japanese want as little to do with reli-
gion as possible, since they are forced by their cul-
ture to participate in religious activities more than
they would choose, it is very difficult to appeal to
them on religious grounds. We, therefore, must
find a way to develop a relationship with them
that they perceive as “non-religious.” We teach
English classes, join exercise groups, teach baking
or cooking classes, start photography clubs, etc., in
an effort to get an opportunity to influence them
for Christ.

If we invite them to a church service, they will
likely not come, but if we invite them to a sacred
concert, barbecue, Christmas program, etc., they
will be more likely to attend. We thus gain opportu-
nities to develop a relationship and influence them
for Christ.

While we do not forsake traditional methods of tract
distribution, direct witness opportunities, and so on,
we realize that we must do everything we can to reach
as many as we can.

Tim Melton grew up in Japan as a missionary child and has served
in various Japanese ministries in the US and Japan. Tim and Kim are
currently serving as church-planting missionaries in Nagoya, Japan,
with Baptist World Mission.

'http:/ /www.facts-about-japan.com

http:/ /en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_metropolitan_areas_
by_population

https:/ /www.cia.gov/library /publications /the-world-
facbook/index.html
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STRATEGIC GUAM

There is a place that is

geographically the size of Chicago
but with the population of Topeka. It is

a little island bursting with huge potential. For five cen-

turies various empires have recognized the value of this
seemingly insignificant mound of coral and have claimed
it for their own purposes, using it as a strategic base of
operation in the Pacific Rim region. Today it retains its
significance, serving as a critical location for missionary
endeavors throughout Micronesia and Asia. This is the
island of Guam.

When Guamanians describe their home, it sounds like a
travel brochure: beautiful sandy beaches, clear blue water,
thriving coral reefs, fragrant tropical flowering trees, fla-
vorful fiesta food, diverse cultures, and friendly people.
However, there is much more to Guam than simply the
scenic beauty. In order to truly understand Guam, one
must understand a little of the variegated history that has
shaped the island.

HISTORY AND P€OPLE

As a prime location for military and trade, Guam has
seen many changes throughout the centuries. The local
Chamorro people have lived on Guam for hundreds
of years. Their peaceful isolation ended when Spanish
explorer Ferdinand Magellan arrived in Umatac Bay in
1521. For over three hundred years the Spanish controlled
Guam before ceding it to the United States in 1898. Another
change of power came in 1941. On December 8, just hours
after the attack on Pearl Harbor, the Japanese invaded
Guam and temporarily occupied the island until US mili-
tary forces were able to liberate it in 1944. Since that time
the United States has accepted Guam as a US territory,
making the island the farthest place one can get from the
States while still being on American soil.

The US military—both Navy and Air Force—regards
Guam as a location of vital importance. Guam
hosts almost 40,000 military members. The great
number of military personnel adds yet another
facet to the vast array of cultures represented by
the almost 150,000 citizens. Although there are
many local Chamorro people, numerous Filipinos,
Koreans, Chinese, Japanese, and Micronesians also
call Guam home. In addition to the resident popu-
lation, Guam is annually visited by one million or
more Japanese tourists who come to enjoy the sun
and sand.

Because of the prime location and this unique
mix of cultures, the ministry opportunities on Guam
abound. But these opportunities do not come with-
out a price. Living on Guam is not always easy.
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Geographically disconnected from the United States, Guam
faces a very high cost of living. But you won’t hear people
on Guam complain very much. Ironically, Guam boasts
one of the world’s largest Kmarts and one of the world’s
largest Home Depots, along with many other stateside
retail options. The people on Guam seem to have every-
thing they need. Yet Guam desperately needs the gospel.

A HARVEST IN GUAM

Three decades ago God uniquely and strategically plant-
ed Harvest Baptist Church on Guam. For over thirty years
Harvest Baptist Church has ministered to the community on
this island. The longevity of this ministry has created many
opportunities for reaching the people of the Pacific. One
of the most effective ministries has been Harvest Christian
Academy. What began as a small Christian school has now
grown to over one thousand students. Harvest Christian
Academy exists to glorify God by helping students develop
a heart for God through a quality education in a Christian
environment. This school employs over one hundred staff
members, many of whom are graduates of stateside Bible
colleges and universities. The academy serves as an exten-
sion into the community, where regular contact is main-
tained with families who are seeking an excellent education
for their children. The parents allow their students to be
placed under the teaching and preaching of God’s Word
on a daily basis, thus providing a gateway into the homes
and hearts of the Guam community. Every year Harvest
Christian Academy witnesses the fruit of its labor in the
changed lives of students and families.

Another educational outreach is Harvest Baptist Bible
College. A small Bible institute was begun two decades ago
and has now grown into a full Bible college with an enroll-
ment of nearly ninety full-time Micronesian students. For
years graduates of HBBC have been returning to their home
islands in Micronesia and ministering by starting Bible
studies, churches, and Christian schools. One of the driving
passions at Harvest is to see these graduates go back
to the islands




with a solid foundation of Bible training combined with
a heart to serve the Lord and a willingness to work hard
as they spread the gospel in their island communities. As
HBBC continues to grow, the faculty and staff are working
to see the college accredited and are seeking to offer com-
prehensive programs that will help the college graduates
make an even greater impact throughout Micronesia.

Harvest Baptist Church also influences the Pacific
through Harvest Family Radio, KHMG 88.1 FM, as they
broadcast conservative Christian music, preaching, teach-
ing, and programming twenty-four hours a day, seven
days a week. Harvest Christian Radio has broadened its
impact by means of audio online streaming, thus reaching
people around the world.

Recently, God has opened up new opportunities of min-
istry for Harvest. One of these is Harvest House, a foster
care ministry. There are over 220 foster children on Guam
and only approximately twenty licensed foster families.
The goal of Harvest House is to help children and teens
develop a heart for God by providing a physical, social,
emotional, and spiritual safe haven where they can grow in
wisdom, stature, and favor with God and men. As Harvest
continues to see that ministry grow, the hope is to have an
even greater effect on the community by serving and lov-
ing the foster children of Guam.

OUTREACH INTO OCEANIA

Harvest Missions Oceania is a missions support orga-
nization focused on developing and implementing new
ways to reach the region of Oceania for Christ. The concept
behind HMO is to find ways to offer encouragement, train-
ing, support, and accountability to pastors and mission-
aries throughout Micronesia and the Pacific Rim. These
forms of support come through the funding of a variety
of projects such as the printing of Bibles, songbooks, and
evangelistic literature. HMO also desires to be involved
in the construction of churches, schools, and housing for
ministers in the region. The current plan is to establish
long-term partnerships with mission boards and agencies
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working in the region of Oceania in an effort to accomplish
the gospel ministry in more effective ways.

Yet another ministry of Harvest is directly related to its
strategic location in the midst of the Pacific. Missionaries
to Australia, the Philippines, Japan, China, and many
other regional locations have been positively impacted
by the proximity of Guam and Harvest Baptist Church to
their field of service. Harvest hosts many missionaries and
preachers who are on their way to or from these fields and
has the unique privilege to demonstrate hospitality and be
an encouragement to these servants.

These are just a few of the ministries of Harvest Baptist
Church that God is using to reach the island of Guam. But
Harvest does not exist to just “do” more. Pastor Marty
Herron constantly reminds the staff of the ministry’s
mission: Harvest exists to glorify God by helping people
develop a heart for God, through evangelizing the unbe-
liever, edifying the saints, and employing the soldiers.
“Existing to glorify God” has many different looks at
Harvest. Regardless of the task, the heart behind Harvest
is to see God glorified.

LIVING OUT THE GREAT COMMISSION

From the little island of Guam the tasks of “going,”
“teaching,” and “baptizing” the people of many nations are
being accomplished (Matt. 28:18-20). It is truly a miracle
what God has done and is continuing to do on Guam. He
strategically chose to start a church in the middle of the
Pacific. He is using multiple ministries of that church to
affect the island and entire region for His glory.

God is doing great things in Micronesia and throughout
the Pacific Rim. Harvest Baptist Church is grateful to be a
little part of that work.

Jared Baldwin spent five years in the US Air Force, where he was first
exposed to the Pacific Region while stationed for three years in Misawa,
Japan. He served at Harvest Ministries from 2002 through 2009 and
rejoined the Harvest staff in 2011. He and his wife, Tammy, have three
children. You can discover more information about Harvest Baptist
Church, Guam, and the other ministries of Harvest at www.hbcguam.net.

Rev. Mark Robinson

Executive Director

Rev. Stan Rosenthal
Field Director
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Rom. 1:16
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“. .. intensive Biblical study

in an intensely personal
atmosphere. . .. students are
bright, attentive, and interested
in the systematic, practical
seminars offered weekly.”

Pastor Marc Monte

“My two weeks at WalkRight were

a valuable investment of ministry
time. The teachable hearts of the
students and loving support they
showed to each other is the evident
fruit of the vision and sacrifice of the
leadership team. WalkRight is a
great concept with a godly focus.”

Dr. John Vaught

Call 989-366-5162 for more information
www.walkrightbibleinstitute.org



HOW DOYOU

REACH OUT 10

MORE THAN 150 YEARS AGO,
the foreign missions movement
burgeoned in the United States.

By the year 1900 American missionaries had established
churches and other ministries in Africa, South America,
Asia, and across the world. They faithfully reached out to
the 1.6 billion people alive at that time, and the results of
their ministry still bear fruit today.

Now there are more than twice as many people in just
one region of the world alone. The 10/40 Window includes
four billion people living in India, China, most of Southeast
Asia, the Middle East, and North Africa. Unfortunately, the
world’s most populous region is also its most unreached
and home to the world’s largest false religions.

The Philippines: A Perfect Sending Station

The Philippines is the easternmost country in the 10/40
Window. Of the 94 million people that live in the 7,107
islands of the Philippines, 13% are in one city—metro
Manila. The Philippines is a developing nation, with
shocking juxtapositions of poverty next to modern infra-
structure. Culturally, Filipinos are very friendly, relational,
and gregarious with a remarkable ability to adapt wher-
ever they find themselves. Filipinos are overwhelmingly
Catholic (77%), and many cults and perversions of Biblical
Christianity abound.

But the Philippines also has increasing numbers of faith-
ful churches who live Biblically and evangelize aggres-
sively. Imagine, for example, four churches combining their

choirs and practicing for months to produce a Christmas
cantata. Pooling their finances, they rent a large auditorium
and invite hundreds of lost people. After a clear gospel
presentation, the church members pinpoint and directly
witness to every unsaved visitor present, leading to more
than one hundred clear, evangelistic opportunities.

Or imagine a Filipino pastor whose vision stretches far
beyond his own church and city. As his church grows he
begins sending young men and faithful families to start
new churches until his church reproduces itself six times
and daughter churches reproduce themselves as well.

Or consider a pastor of twenty people in a house church.
After years of faithful ministry, his church remains small—
not because it isn’t growing, but because through his influ-
ence young people consistently leave to serve in missions
elsewhere. The ministry that visitors see is small, meeting
in his living room. His true influence stretches across the
Philippines and around the world.

With so much already happening in evangelism and
church planting, what can the American church contrib-
ute? In many places faithful Filipino pastors are already
rushing to plant churches. The most strategic role for the
American church is to help train them. God has raised up
several training centers that invest in national leadership
for ministry. These schools have won the trust of Filipino
churches, and young people from across the islands gather
to learn how to preach Biblically, minister in music, and
plant churches.

These training centers are also branching outward as
missionaries teach short-term classes in places where no
other training exists. As graduates work and minister
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around the world, they establish churches in nations where
Western missionaries are not welcome.

Joseph Biswas is one example. His story begins almost
two hundred years ago, when William Carey evangelized
and baptized his great-grandfather. Joseph trained for the
ministry at Bob Jones Memorial Bible College in Manila
and married a graduate before returning to minister in
Bangladesh. There he is establishing a training institute
for Bangladeshi pastors while planning a church-planting
ministry targeting Muslims.

More Missionaries than the United States?

History records the critical role that 19th- and 20th-cen-
tury American missions played in evangelizing the world.
But in the next century, the role of nations such as China,
South Korea, and the Philippines could be even greater in
evangelizing the 10/40 Window.

Consider that more people live in the Philippines now
than were alive in America at the peak of the missions
movement. Because of unemployment in the islands, more
than eight million Filipinos work in two hundred different
nations, many of which are restricted-access countries in
the 10/40 Window. At least 700,000 Filipinos living abroad
profess to be born again and many of them are active in
evangelism or church planting. Without plan or effort,
Filipinos have become an army of self-supporting mission-
aries spread across the globe.*

The needs of the 10/40 Window are inexhaustible, the
barriers to ministry are nearly impenetrable, and the sheer
number of people is overwhelming. But if someone could
create the ideal way to spread the gospel across the 10/40
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Window, what would it be? Perhaps he might idealisti-
cally imagine ten million people in one city with churches
that are aggressively multiplying and reproducing. On
that foundation, young men could be trained in Biblical
preaching and ministry before they scatter to work and live
in closed nations across the 10/40 Window. Ideally, they
would be Asian in their cultural background, low in their
financial expectations, willing to go anywhere, ready to
adapt to anything, and deeply committed to serve the Lord.

God is doing that in the Philippines. Surpassing what
any missions strategist would dare to imagine, Biblical
churches are being planted in challenging places across the
10/40 Window as faithful Filipinos serve God wherever He
scatters them. The history books have yet to be written, but
as God scatters faithful men across the region, it is impos-
sible that the Filipino church will not occupy a significant
place in the record of His work.

God’s plans are shocking in their simplicity and over-
whelming in their grandeur. Will you pray for the dire
needs in the 10/40 Window, and will you pray that God
would bless the ongoing work in the Philippines to meet
that need?

After graduating in May 2011 with a PhD in
Theology from Bob Jones University, Joel Arnold
began raising support through Gospel Fellowship
Association to serve at Bob Jones Memorial
Bible College in Manila, Philippines. He lives in
Richmond, Virginia, with his wife, Sarah, and
their son.

* Jason Mandryk, Operation World, 7th ed., 951.
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2012 Fellowships

June 11-15, 2012
Annual Chaplains’ Training
Tri-City Baptist Church
2211 W Germann Road
Chandler, AZ 85286
481.245.7900

June 12-14, 2012
92nd Annual Fellowship
Tri-City Baptist Church
2211 W Germann Road
Chandler, AZ 85286
481.245.7900

July 30-August 1, 2012
Alaska Regional Fellowship
Pioneer Peak Baptist Church
HCO 2, Box 7530

Palmer, AK 99645
907.745.7037

September 18, 2012
NYC Regional Fellowship
Heritage Baptist Church

519 Eighth Avenue, Suite 807
New York, NY 10018

(Between 35th and 36th Streets)
212.947.5316

October 22-23, 2012
North Central Regional Fellowship
Midland Baptist Church

1860 North Tyler Road

Wichita, KS 67212

316.721.1860

October 22-23, 2012
New Mexico Regional Fellowship
Grace Baptist Church

2200 N Sullivan Avenue
Farmington, NM 87401
505.325.7802

October 29-November 2, 2012
Caribbean Regional Fellowship

Calvary Baptist Tabernacle

PO Box 3390

Carolina, PR 00984

787.750.2227

November 12-13, 2012
Chesapeake Bay Regional Fellowship
Upper Cross Roads Baptist Church
2717 Greene Road

Baldwin, MD 21013

410.987.0575

November 12-13, 2012
Southern California Regional Fellowship
Victory Baptist Church

10173 South Loop Blvd

California City, CA 93505

760.272.1350
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INSPIRATION FOR THE PASTOR’S STUDY

SOUND WORDS

HOLD FAST THE FORM OF SOUND WORDS—2 TIMOTHY 1:13

First Partaker

My Top Ten

t's always encouraging to be asked for book recom-

mendations. I find myself especially enthusiastic about
giving them if the kinds of books in question are written
more for the heart than the head. One category of heart
books that I'm frequently asked about is biography.

Unfortunately, biography can be dry as a desert.
That’s generally the author’s fault. Many a great saint’s
literary portrait has been marred almost irreparably by
an unskillful biographer. My biography recommenda-
tions, therefore, tend to favor the authors as much as
the subjects themselves. Good authors can turn even
mediocre subjects into absorbing inspirations.

These are the ten biographies that have most
influenced my own life and ministry. They will do any
Christian immense good, but I would especially urge
preachers who are just beginning their ministries to read
them thoughtfully and prayerfully, asking as they go
along, Lord, what wouldst Thou have me to do?

The stature of each of these men and women is so
universally appreciated by Christians that [ don’t feel the
need to write much to introduce the characters them-
selves. My objective is to recommend these particular
accounts of them. In each case I'll stress the particular
emphasis of the person’s life that I've found has had the
most impact on my own. I've attempted to arrange them
in the order of their degree of influence upon me, begin-
ning with those which I feel have been the greatest.

A Man of the Word by Jill Morgan

Like most teenagers of my generation, I'd heard
preachers occasionally quote a minister named
G. Campbell Morgan. But I knew almost nothing about
him until my junior year in college when my homiletics

Inside

Bring . . . the Books—Key books for the pastor’s study .......... 5
Straight Cuts—An exegetical study . ..............coiviin... 6
Windows—Themed sermon illustrations .. ................... 7

professor taught the class a [
method of Bible study that he The husbandman

called “G. Campbell Morgan’s that laboureth must
Method.” The method’s genius be first partaker
lay in its repeated readings of of the fruits”
Bible books straight through (2 Tim. 2:6)

at one sitting. Read Matthew
right through at one time, all
twenty-eight chapters. Next day read it again at one sit-
ting. Next day, repeat the same. Do it for thirty days. Or
forty days. Or fifty.

Morgan’s approach inspired me, and that led to my
going to the school library to see if I could find out some-
thing more about him. It was exciting to discover that
one of his daughters-in-law (Morgan had four sons, all
of whom entered the ministry) had written a full-length
biography. The title itself, A Man of the Word, raised my
hopes that the book would include a good bit about his
Bible study habits and commitment to a Bible-teaching
kind of preaching ministry. I wasn’t disappointed. I
know of no ministerial biography that is more inspira-
tional along this line. Passages such as the following
give me a spurt of inspiration even now. He's seventy-six
and in his old age visiting the empty church building at
Rugeley, where he was pastoring at twenty-eight.

This is the place, he remarked, where I had those two
quiet years, when I did the spade work of all my Bible
studies. He repeated this as he sat out in the car
remembering the old days, and one felt that this
place marked the real beginning of, “This one thing
[ do—" the study and teaching of the Bible to which
he was to devote the rest of his life.

John Buchan has told us that, as a boy, he could imag-
ine nothing better than the life of a country minister,
“in some place where the winters were long and snowy,
and a man was forced to spend much of his days and all
of his evenings in a fire-lit library.” He might have been
describing the first winter at Rugeley, and the young
minister absorbed in a study of Greek, finding a store
house of fresh meaning for his New Testament.
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The late Wilbur Smith, widely regarded as one of
the world’s foremost authorities on Christian books,
wrote, [ wish [ could persuade every Bible-loving minister in
the Western world to read this book through, behind a locked
door, alone with God. . . . The fundamental reason for the
shameful weakness and barrenness of much modern preach-
ing is transparently clear when one discovers the reasons for
the power of the ministry of Campbell Morgan.

Bonar’s pursuit of the practice of con-
sistent, persistent prayer was the sig-
nature mark of his striving to be a holy
man. Each time ve read his life 've
experienced an unusual quickening of
hunger for a deeper life of prayer.

Hudson Taylor in Early Years and Hudson Taylor
and the China Inland Mission
by Dr. and Mrs. Howard Taylor

These two volumes are subtitled The Growth of a
Soul and The Growth of a Work of God. Together they
amount to over eleven hundred pages of what is, as far
as I'm concerned, the most faith-building biography in
all of missionary literature.

Taylor’s life of faith took root when he was nineteen
and left his parents’ home to assist a medical doctor in
Hull. His meager remuneration included relatively com-
fortable lodgings. But feeling that he should tithe on the
value of the lodging as well as the cash stipend, he was
constrained to economize by moving to a cheaper two-
room hovel along a narrow canal in which the locals
threw their rubbish for the ebb and flow of the tide to
wash away. The winter was hard. His rooms were cold
and cheerless, and he subsisted on a plain, inexpensive
diet, asking no help from his parents, family, or friends.

To me it was a very grave matter, he wrote of that
winter, to contemplate going out to China, far from
all human aid, there to depend upon the living God
alone for protection, supplies, and help of every
kind. I felt that one’s spiritual muscles required
strengthening for such an undertaking. There was
no doubt that if faith did not fail, God would not
fail. But what if one’s faith should prove insuf-
ficient? I had not at that time learned that even
“if we believe, not, yet He abideth faithful, He
cannot deny Himself.” It was consequently a very
serious question to my mind, not whether He was
faithful, but whether I had strong enough faith to
warrant my embarking in the enterprise set before
me. When I get out to China, I thought to myself,
I shall have no claim on any one for anything. My
only claim will be on God. How important to learn,

before leaving England, to move man through God
by prayer alone.

Nearly every page of these two volumes is a testi-
mony to Taylor’s lifelong commitment to these ideals
and to his incredible spiritual usefulness as a result.

Andrew Bonar: Diary and Life edited by Marjorie
Bonar

Reading this diary is like enrolling in a spiritual
clinic. It traces not merely the events in Bonar’s life as
a nineteenth-century Scottish pastor, but the spiritual
disciplines of his fifty-seven years in the ministry. God
works most by holy instruments, he wrote. [ am more than
ever convinced that unholiness lies at the oot of our little
success.

Bonar’s pursuit of the practice of consistent, persis-
tent prayer was the signature mark of his striving to be
a holy man. Each time I've read his life I've experienced
an unusual quickening of hunger for a deeper life of
prayer. There are more references to it, underlined by
my highlighter, than there are in the biography or dairy
of any other minister whose life I have read.

In his latter years, when asked to tell a gathering
of young ministers the secret of a consecrated life, his
simple answer was, I can only say to my young brethren
that for forty years there has not been a day that I have not
had access to the mercy seat.

C. H. Spurgeon (2 vols.) by C. H. Spurgeon

This is the only autobiography among my top ten
lives of preachers or missionaries. The great value of
Spurgeon’s telling of his own life lies in his anecdotes.
Some are humorous, perhaps shockingly so!

I have had some amusing experiences with
deacons in search of a minister. The officers of
a small church in the country applied to me for
a minister; but the salary they were prepared to
pay was so small that, in reply to their request, [
wrote, “The only individual I know who could
exist on such a stipend is the angel Gabriel. He
would need neither cash nor clothes; and he
could come down from heaven every Sunday
morning, and go back at night, so I advise you to
invite him.”

But most are heartwarming due to their teller’s
consistent spiritual-mindedness. He saw something that
reminded him of the Lord in nearly everything, no mat-
ter how homely.

There was a dog which was in the habit of coming
through the fence, and scratching in my flower beds.
Walking in the garden, one Saturday afternoon . . .
[ saw the four-footed creature—rather a scurvy
specimen, by-the-by—and having a walking stick
in my hand, I threw it at him with all my might, at
the same time, giving him some good advice about
going home. Now, what should my canine friend
do but turn round, pick up the stick in his mouth,
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bring it, and lay it down at my feet, wagging his tail
all the while in expectation of my thanks and kind
words! Of course, you do not suppose that I kicked
him, or threw the stick at him any more. I felt
quite ashamed of myself, and told him that he was
welcome to stay as long as he liked, and to come as
often as he pleased. There was an instance of the
power of non-resistance, submission, patience, and
trust, in overcoming even righteous anger. I used
that illustration in preaching the next day, and I
did not feel that I had at all degraded myself telling
the story.

Hundreds of lively stories, amusing observations,
inspirational anecdotes, delightful metaphors, witty
sayings—all employed to warm one’s heart to Christ.
There’s nothing else like it in ministerial biography.

D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones (2 vols.) by Iain H. Murray

Confidence in the power of the gospel and ear-
nestness in preaching it are the two themes that have
most affected me out of the life of Lloyd-Jones. I came
across the first volume of his biography in a bookstore
in Charleston, South Carolina, in 1983 and almost liter-
ally devoured it. For seven years [ waited impatiently for
Murray to complete the second volume, even making so
bold as to call him in Australia somewhere in the late
1980s to ask how long it would be!

No other biography has so inspired my seriousness
about preaching and my understanding of a right phi-
losophy of ministry. Where, for instance, does one hear
preaching like this today?

We seem to have a real horror of being different.
Hence all our attempts and endeavours to popula-
rise the church and make it appeal to people. We
seem to be trying to tell people that their joining a
church will not make them so very different after
all. . . . When the world persecutes the church,
she is performing her real mission, but when the
world laughs at her she has lost her soul. And the
world today is laughing at the church, laughing at
her attempts to be nice and to make people feel
at home. My friends, if you feel at home in any
church without believing in Christ as your personal
Saviour, then that church is no church at all, but
a place of entertainment or a social club. For the
truth of Christianity and the preaching of the gospel
should make a church intolerable and uncomfort-
able to all except those who believe, and even they
should go away feeling chastened and humbled.

George Whitefield (2 vols.) by Arnold Dallimore
This last summer my wife and I and two of our
daughters spent our family vacation happily visit-
ing church history sites in New England. One of the
places we visited was Old South Presbyterian Church in
Newburyport, Massachusetts, where George Whitefield
is buried. Whitefield traveled to America seven times
and is estimated to have preached over 18,000 sermons

here and throughout Great Britain before his death in
1770. But unfortunately, less than a hundred of his ser-
mons have survived, and even some of these were not
recorded accurately. So if we want to know something
about what made this unique preacher’s mighty power,
we're almost entirely dependent upon the biographers.

David Martyn Lloyd-Jones said of this particular
biography of Whitefield, This volume is something for
which I have been waiting for over forty years. Arnold
Dallimore, pastor of a small Baptist church in Ontario,
Canada, devoted much of his adult life to researching
and writing this most definitive of all the biographies
of the great eighteenth-century preacher. I've loved it
ever since reading the first volume in 1975. It makes
one want to know the Lord better and to want to preach
Him with a thousand tongues.

We seem to have a real horror of being
different. Hence dall our attempts and
endeavours to popularise the church
and make it appeal to people. . . . When
the world persecutes the church, she is
performing her real mission, but when
the world laughs at her she has lost her
soul. And the world today is laughing
at the church, laughing at her attempts
to be nice and to make people feel at
home. My friends, if you feel at home
in any church without believing in
Christ as your personal Saviour, then
that church is no church at dll, but a
place of entertainment or a social club.

To the Golden Shore: The Life of Adoniram Judson
by Courtney Anderson

This is one of those rare biographies that reads like
a novel that you can’t put down. The last time I read it
completely through took just a few days at a Christian
camp. Even though I'd read it previously, I found myself
sitting up late into those blessed nights simply because I
couldn’t stop turning the pages.

Perhaps the single greatest takeaway from this
biography is Judson’s example of faithfulness despite
acute suffering. Not only did he suffer excruciatingly
himself (imprisoned, starved, diseased, and during one
period locked up during the nights in a lion’s cage), but
he buried two wives who succumbed to the hardships
of missionary life in Burma. He dipped so low spiritually
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that he wrote home to his sisters-in-law, Have either of
you learned the art of real communion with God, and can
you teach me the first principles? God is to me the Great
Unknown. I believe in him, but I find him not.

If you can get through this book without crying,
you're made of steel. But its value, of course, doesn’t lie
in its pathos but in its heartening accounts of triumph in
the end. As he came to the close of his life he testified
to his third wife, Emily,

I never was deeply interested in any subject, I never
prayed earnestly and sincerely about anything, but
it came. At some time—no matter how distant a
day—somehow, in some shape—probably the last
I should have devised—it came. And yet I have
always had so little faith! May God forgive me, and,
while He condescends to use me as His instrument,
wipe the sin of unbelief from my heart.

Jonathan Edwards: A New Biography by Iain H.
Murray

Murray’s work on Edwards is superb. I highly value
George Marsden’s more recent and academic work,
but Murray’s biography is considerably more overtly
sympathetic with Edwards’s spiritual life and view-
points. Murray writes because he believes that all the
truths exemplified in Edwards’ life remain relevant today.
Among the foremost of these was Edwards’s perspective
on revival. His entire life and ministry lay within the
context of the First Great Awakening, he himself being
one of God’s chief instruments in it. Some of his most
important writings concerned the nature of revival and
its unmistakable evidences. Murray’s biography explains
Edwards’s era, family life, preaching, pastoring, and
writing in light of this revival context in such a way that
it makes one’s heart hopeful that the Lord might yet be
pleased to do something remarkable in our own day.

A Chance to Die: The Life and Legacy of Amy
Carmichael by Elisabeth Elliot

This is a book I was nearly forced to read. The wife
of one of our deacons urged me several times to do so.
When I delayed, she purchased a copy for me, insisting
sweetly that I would be blessed. Still I delayed. Then
I found myself confined to bed for over two weeks by
a strange kind of fever that would persist through the
night, leave me wrung out in the mornings, but able
to read in the afternoons and early evenings. And this
book kept “calling” to me. I don’t know any other way
to put it. I simply felt almost irresistibly drawn to it.
Once I began reading, I understood.

What I needed at that very time in my life was the
exact example from Carmichael’s life that Elisabeth
Elliot captured in her title—ministry isn’t necessarily
glorious, it isn’t always fulfilling, it’s A Chance to Die.
But what a liberating chance! It is the very gateway to
Life, Elliot wrote in her preface.

Dr. Mark Minnick pastors Mount Calvary Baptist Church in Greenville, South
Carolina, and serves as adjunct professor of preaching and exposition at Bob
Jones Seminary.

Amy Carmichael testified in a letter in 1922,

“Hereby perceive we the love of God, because He
laid down His life for us, and we ought to lay down
our lives for the brethren.” How often I think of that
ought. No sugary sentiment there. Just the stern,
glorious trumpet call, OUGHT. But can words tell
the joy buried deep within? Mine cannot. It laughs
at words.

That was the emphasis that the Lord knew [ needed
in the summer of 1990 and ever since.

“But Now I See”: The Life of John Newton by Josiah
Bull

Josiah Bull, grandson of Rev. William Bull, one of
John Newton’s closest ministerial friends, published this
work in 1868, many years after several other biographies
of Newton had been done. The new contribution of
Bull’s work was that it made extensive use of Newton’s
own diary, kept for some fifty-seven years but unknown
to previous biographers. In his preface Bull stated that
one of his objectives was to let Newton himself speak as
much as possible in his own person, so that the memoir is in
great part an Autobiography.

The result is not merely interesting, but downright
fascinating. To me, the great value of this biography
is that it brings the reader into touch with Newton’s
genuine humanness as a minister of the gospel for over
forty years. We all know about God’s amazing grace in
saving him. But it’s actually his ministerial life, not as
observed by others, but as reflected upon by himself,
that is of most value to preachers. The biography is full
of observations such as the following.

On Tuesday, 13th, he checks his complaint of daily
interruptions, saying: “Why should I call them so
when they are providences, and bring each of them
a call of duty with them?”

August, 1773: “It is well that the worm of self-
importance should sometimes get a blow on the
head. If I had not met some cuttings both within
and without I should be like a fly in the fable, which
said, when posted upon the axletree of a carriage,
‘What a dust do I raise!””

Perhaps the best conclusion to this list is to quote
something else by Newton. It gets to the heart of why
these particular works have been such a blessing to me,
for they all tend to shine in the way that Newton said
that most biographies are weak.

If the lives of the two Henrys [Philip and his com-
mentator son, Matthew], and of other good men,
were written by inspired men, you would not be
so much discouraged at reading them. Depend
upon it, they saw as much reason to be ashamed
of themselves as we do. To us they appear in their
best clothes, and we are told more of what the Lord
wrought for them, than of the effects of indwelling
sin under which they groaned. 227
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The Battle for the Resurrection
by Norman Geisler

Bring . . . the Books

Out in the churches they will not ask what you are
teaching here but “Is the school having revival?”
The revival mood has passed. The lack of sufficient
theology remains. We are suffering from genera-
tions of inattention to systematic doctrinal instruc-
tion both in the lecture hall and in the pulpit.

Those words from the Foreword convey the con-
cern of The Battle for the Resurrection. While evangelism
and revival make orthodoxy “function,” without ortho-
doxy evangelism and revival are pointless, particularly
when it comes to the resurrection of Jesus. As Paul put
it, “If Christ be not risen, then is our preaching vain,
and your faith is also vain.” Accurate doctrinal instruc-
tion and thinking is crucial if the work of God is to
continue as God intended. And nowhere is this more
needful than with the resurrection of Christ (1 Cor.
15:13-16).

One of the first errors of doctrine to confront the
early church was the denial of the true humanity of
Christ. Scripture unambiguously denounces such teach-
ing as that of a deceiver and an antichrist (1 John 4:1-3,
5; 2 John 7). Parallel to this error is the belief that Jesus’
resurrection was not a bodily resurrection—that His
resurrection body was not material but instead a “spiri-
tual” immaterial body. However, belief in the bodily
resurrection of Christ is an essential part of the gospel
(1 Cor. 15:1-4) and a fundamental of the faith (I Cor.
15:13—18). The Battle for the Resurrection helps solidify
this essential Biblical truth in the minds of God’s people.

In the Introduction Geisler enunciates the current
attempts to deny Jesus’ bodily resurrection.

Suppose you were in Jesus’ tomb on that first Easter
morning. What would you have seen? Jesus’ dead
body literally come to life and leave the tomb? No.
According to this new departure from orthodoxy,
you simply would have witnessed Jesus’ body vanish
before your eyes! In short, you would have observed
the annihilation of His material body, and not its
resurrection. This book is an attempt to sound the
trumpet of concern about this current trend in
evangelical doctrine. It reveals alarming information
about the latest attempts to redefine historic bibli-
cal truths to suit contemporary inclinations. It is an
earnest plea to alert the body of Christ to one of the
most significant doctrinal deviations of our time.

While the author’s defense of the resurrection is
thorough, it is far from academic or “for-theologians-
only.” Geisler’s style is accessible and readable. His
personal interest in the subject creates an excitement
in the reader and cultivates a desire for a better under-
standing of the subject. Both pastors and lay people will
benefit from the Biblical explanations and studies.

The first two chapters outline the current debate

and the importance of this
doctrine. Two more chapters
cover the historical confessions
of this doctrine by early church
leaders and the denials of the
physical resurrection of Christ
by people within the “church.”
Several chapters, however,
provide valuable information
for explaining the resurrection. For many preachers
these four chapters will be worth the price of the book.
Chapter 3, “The Bible on the Resurrection,” discusses
the physical nature of the resurrection body of Jesus and
covers the Scriptural evidence for a bodily resurrection.
Chapter 8, “Evidence for the Physical Resurrection,”
discusses each of the post-resurrection appearances of
Christ and covers the evidence which each appearance
provides for the bodily resurrection of Christ.

Any defense of the resurrection needs to address
the denials offered against a bodily resurrection, and
the author does this in two chapters. In Chapter 5
Geisler addresses arguments stemming from the denial
of miracles and the unreliability of the New Testament
documents as well as the false stories surrounding the
disappearance of Christ’s body (the disciples stole the
body, Joseph removed the body, the women went to the
wrong tomb, etc.). Chapter 7, “Physical Resurrection
vs. Immaterial Resurrection,” provides concise, clear
evidence that Christ rose in the same, material body
that was crucified and placed in the tomb.

Chapter 9, “Lessons to Be Learned,” is an insightful
addition. Here’s a sampling of the thought-provoking
discussions covered: doctrinal statements cannot be
too explicit; meaning should be read out of, not into,
a text; the need for theologically educated leadership;
refutation, not condemnation, is the proper procedure;
impugning motives of others is wrong; and the responsi-
bility of the Christian